SCL Foundation Degree
(FdA) in Sports Coaching
and Physical Education
(with Football Performance)
New for September 2016

Welcome.
The SCL Education Group (SCL) is one of the UK’s
leading independent providers of education through sport.
We are highly respected in our field and are renowned for
setting the benchmark in sports education and football
performance. Our programmes are forward-thinking,
industry-relevant and have a track record for helping our
students succeed. Our two-year Foundation Degree in
Sports Coaching and Physical Education (with Football
Performance) is no exception.

As part of our pledge to making this happen, SCL will
sponsor the vocational certificates and awards on your
foundation degree, ensuring that you graduate workready and have the potential for a great career.
Thank you for your interest in studying with SCL and in
this ground-breaking foundation degree.
We look forward to meeting you.

Designed to close the gap between what employers in the
sector are looking for and the qualifications and experience
graduate sports coaches and physical education teachers
currently have, this foundation degree will not only meet
employer expectations but also create the next generation
of professional sports coaches and educators.
As a foundation degree, it is unique and unrivalled. Its
curriculum is employer-led and the teaching first class;
its work experience and professional practice are
meaningful and relevant in today’s workplace; and its
football performance programme is tailored to each
student’s individual development needs.
Successful completion of this foundation degree will
give you better career prospects and choice. You will
have the skills, experience and expertise to find
employment within the football industry, sports coaching
industry or teaching profession or you can continue
with your studies for a further year (more if part-time) to
achieve a full honours degree.
As Chief Executive of SCL Education Group, I make
it my business to ensure our students are given every
opportunity to succeed. From the teaching and coaching
staff we employ, to the extensive support given throughout
your foundation degree and beyond. I am also passionate
about bringing a higher calibre of graduate into the industry,
not only to help SCL maintain our standards and grow
our workforce and business needs, but to also help the
industry, as a whole, improve and meet the skills
shortage challenge.
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Our mission:
To produce outstanding
sports coaches, meeting
sector needs and
giving our graduates a
competitive advantage in
the employment market.
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Creating the next
generation of professional
sports coaches.
The world of sports coaching is ever-evolving
and, with it, the evolution of the sports
coaching professional.
No longer is it enough to just have a passion
for sport. Today’s coach also needs industryrecognised qualifications relevant in today’s
workplace and a proven track record of work
experience and professional practice.
The SCL Foundation Degree in Sports Coaching
and Physical Education (with Football Performance)
delivers on all of these.

Not only will you receive a first-class education and study
much sought-after, industry-relevant qualifications, delivered
by the leading lecturers and sports coaches in their
respective fields, but you will also put into practice what
you learn with relevant and meaningful work experience
and professional practice. All of this whilst you continue
to develop your football performance with experienced
FA Licensed coaches who will tailor the programme to
your individual development needs – giving you the best
opportunity to kick-start a rewarding career in sports
coaching and develop your footballing ability.

Specifically designed to create the next generation
of professional sports coaches, this new and unique,
employer-led, foundation degree closes the gap between
what the education system has previously delivered with
what employers in the sector now require.

Our mission: To produce outstanding sports coaches,
meeting sector needs and giving our graduates a
competitive advantage in the employment market.
So whether you have aspirations to be a sports coach,
physical education or children’s activity leader, self
employed sports coach, work in sports development
or sports management, or reach your potential as a
footballer, this pioneering foundation degree is for you.
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Our passion for
developing people
through education and
sport is what motivated
us in the beginning
and is what still
motivates us today.

Austin Harris
Higher Education Course Manager
SCL Education Group
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Unique and unrivalled.
Employer-led.
No other foundation degree offers you:

A first class education programme, with industry-relevant qualifications, delivered by the UK’s leading sports
education provider, SCL.

An employer-led syllabus that includes highly sought-after vocational awards and additional certification to enhance
your employability – giving you the advantage in today’s employment market and opening up your career choices:
› 1st4Sport Level 2 Certificate in Coaching Football *
› 1st4Sport Level 2 Award in Multi Skills Development in Sport
› 1st4Sport Level 3 Certificate in Supporting the Delivery of Physical Education and School Sport
› Level 3 Award in Education and Training (Initial teaching qualification to enable you to teach in
		 further education)
*UEFA B Progression: SCL will support students interested in applying for their UEFA B Coaching Qualification upon successful completion of their FA Level 2 Certificate in Coaching Football
Successful applicants must fulfill The FA criteria in order to be eligible for the UEFA B Application stage and SCL will provide mentoring sessions, one-to-one guidance and support to assist you
with the application process.

A first class football performance programme delivered by FA Licensed coaches.

Excellent foundation for securing jobs in the football industry, sports coaching sector or teaching profession.
Roles such as Professional Football Academy Coach or Manager, Academy Teaching Assistant, Children’s Holiday
Activity Leader, Community Sports Coach, or the delivery of physical education projects based in primary schools.
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Guaranteed work placements with SCL, delivering sport or physical education within our network of 150 primary
and secondary schools or coaching at one of our 75 partner football academies. Work placements will also be
available through our network of employers as a sports coach or in a teaching role.

Priority job interviews with SCL upon completing your foundation degree.

Exhibition games against professional and non-League football academies plus each week the opportunity to play
development team fixtures.

Continued exposure to League and non-League football clubs offering contracts to talented players.

Such great value for money. You pay for your foundation degree tuition fees. SCL will sponsor your vocational
awards, additional certification and football performance programme.

All of this in the heart
of Surrey.
Tomlinscote Vocational Centre,
Tomlinscote Way, Frimley, Surrey, GU16 8PY.
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And that’s not all.
We also offer you:
The employer’s perspective
SCL is both an education provider and an employer
of over 200 sports coaches and teachers. We also work
in partnership with over 250 other employers in the sector.
All of which gives us valuable insight into what skills and
expertise are currently in demand when employing staff.
Our foundation degree syllabus is employer-led and meets
the needs of today’s workplace.

On completion of your foundation degree you will have
the qualifications and range of skills which are in demand
by, and essential to, employers. Plus, many of our work
experience placements have led to full-time and part-time
employment for our students.
If you secure a contract to play non-League football parttime, this foundation degree will give you the qualifications
and experience to develop a coaching career alongside
that of your playing career.
Direct links to industry
Through our extensive network of football clubs, from
the Premier League to non-League, community trusts,
schools, industry partners and associations, SCL will help
you build direct links into the industry and help you open
doors with employers.
A great place to study – right in the heart of Surrey
The Tomlinscote Vocational Centre is a purpose-built
education setting with excellent teaching, study and sports
facilities. It has been the home of SCL for ten years and
provides a perfect learning environment for sports-based
education programmes.

Better career prospects and career choice
The industry seeks a wide range of skills and expertise
and in numerous sports and disciplines. By offering
additional, much sought-after vocational awards and
certificates, as part of the programme you will have the
ability to pursue a range of progression pathways, giving
you career choice and opportunity.
Pathway options include:
› Sports coaching and physical education delivery
within primary or secondary schools or teaching
sport within further education.
› Full Honours Degree or other professional qualifications
› Work within a professional football academy or
their community sports coaching scheme
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With great transport links and easy access by train, bus
or car, Tomlinscote Vocational Centre is ideally suited for
those located within daily commuting distance of Surrey
Heath, enabling you to study without the costs of living
away from home. Please see page 19 for more information.
Passionate and dedicated team
Our lecturers are experts in their field with excellent
qualifications and teaching skills. Our football coaching
professionals are all FA Licensed coaches. All have vast
vocational experience and have an incredible passion for
what they do.
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More contact hours than the standard
foundation degree
We want you to succeed and so you will receive extensive
support throughout your foundation degree. You will have
up to 20 contact hours each week, regular one-to-one’s
and tutorials to ensure you reach your full potential.
Your passport to a full honours degree
Once you’ve started your foundation degree you may
find yourself considering taking on an extra year to
achieve a full honours degree or explore other types
or levels of qualification.
Help with your finances
The foundation degree is funded through the
Student Loan system.
Please see page 18 for more information.
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Your foundation degree
structure.
Programme summary
The SCL Foundation Degree in Sports Coaching
and Physical Education (with Football Performance)
provides students with the qualifications, skills and
experience that employers seek in the sector and
provides a platform for a fulfilling career in sports
coaching and teaching.
Alternatively, students can go on to complete a full
degree or further qualifications and for those who
secure a playing contract, it provides options for later
in their careers.
Credits:		
		
		

The foundation degree comprises
240 credits and will be validated
by a leading UK University.

Duration:		

2 years

The foundation degree has four core components:
› Academic studies
› Vocational studies
› Football performance
› Work experience and professional practice
Throughout the programme students will receive bespoke
guidance, working towards their own goals and targets,
giving them the best possible chance of moving onto your
desired next career stage.

We are always at the forefront of what is
happening now and in the future for the
sector and, in particular, where education
and employment are concerned.
Lawrence Blair, Head of Education, SCL Education Group
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SCL Foundation Degree in Sports Coaching and
Physical Education (with Football Performance)
SEMESTER 1

SEMESTER 2

Fundamentals of Sports Coaching
Health and Wellbeing
Fundamentals of Physical Education
Anatomy and Physiology
Personal Development Module

Sport in Society
Personal Development Module
Sports Psychology or Youth Work

Level 2 Certificate in Coaching Football
or UEFA B Progression*

Level 2 Certificate in Coaching Football
or UEFA B Progression*

Level 2 Award in Multi Skills
Development in Sport

Vocational activity in support of Work
Experience and Professional Practice

FOOTBALL
PERFORMANCE

Technical and Tactical Football Coaching
regarding all aspects of the game

Technical and Tactical Football Coaching
regarding all aspects of the game

WORK-BASED
LEARNING

Preparation for Work Experience
and Professional Practice

Work Experience and
Professional Practice

SEMESTER 3

SEMESTER 4

Research Project
Fitness and Fitness Testing
Technology in Sport and Exercise or
Nutrition for Sport & Exercise

Opportunities in the Sports Industry
Research Projects

ACADEMIC
STUDIES

YEAR 1

VOCATIONAL
STUDIES

ACADEMIC
STUDIES

Level 3 Award in Education and Training

YEAR 2

VOCATIONAL
STUDIES

Level 3 Certificate in Supporting the Delivery
of Physical Education and School Sport

Level 3 Certificate in Supporting the Delivery
of Physical Education and School Sport

FOOTBALL
PERFORMANCE

Technical and Tactical Football Coaching
regarding all aspects of the game

Technical and Tactical Football Coaching
regarding all aspects of the game

WORK-BASED
LEARNING

Applied Sports Coaching or Professional
Practice and Work Experience

Opportunities for Additional Professional
Practice and Work Experience

Subject to validation: module titles may vary.
*UEFA B Progression: SCL will support students interested in applying for their UEFA B Coaching Qualification upon successful completion of their FA Level 2 Certificate in Coaching Football. Successful
applicants must fulfill The FA criteria in order to be eligible for the UEFA B Application stage and SCL will provide mentoring sessions, one-to-one guidance and support to assist you with the application process.
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Academic studies
You will study:
› Fundamentals of Sports Coaching
› Applied Sports Coaching
› Fundamentals of Physical Education
› Fitness and Fitness Testing
› Health and Wellbeing
› Anatomy and Physiology
› Sport in Society
› Opportunities in the Sports Coaching and
		 Physical Education Sectors

This part of the foundation degree has been designed
by SCL in partnership with some of the country’s leading
educationalists in sports, football coaching and sports
studies. It offers a wide variety of modules designed to
provide you with academic knowledge and practical
experience to underpin your journey along a range of
potential progression routes.

There are also larger scale research projects which are
designed to encourage you to think about your own
development both personally and professionally and to
enable you to research in more depth how and where you
might choose to follow a career.
You will also be able to opt to study:
› The Principles of Sports Psychology
› The Principles of Youth Work
› Technology in Sport and Exercise
› Nutrition in Sport and Exercise

Vocational studies
The vocational studies area of the foundation degree
is designed to provide you with a head start on your
career by equipping you with additional National
Governing Body accredited qualifications meaning you
have the right qualifications to move into the area of the
sector which most appeals to you.
Whilst on the foundation degree you will be
able to achieve:
› 1st4Sport Level 2 Certificate in Coaching Football
› 1st4Sport Level 2 Award in Multi Skills 			
		 Development in Sport
› 1st4Sport Level 3 Certificate in Supporting the 		
		 Delivery of Physical Education and School Sport
› Level 3 Award in Education and Training (initial 		
		 teaching qualification to enable you to teach in 		
		 further education)
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Football performance
To ensure you receive the best possible football
performance programme, SCL has teamed up with
Pulse Premier Football, one of the UK’s leading
providers of football performance coaching.
Renowned for their professional and results-led
approach, the Pulse Premier Football Coaches will put
you through your paces with up to six hours of football
development training each week which will include
technical and tactical coaching.
All Pulse Premier Football Coaches are qualified FA
Licenced with considerable experience of playing and
coaching football. Pulse Premier Football prides itself on
delivering a focused and tailored approach for each
player to meet their individual development needs.
You will also have the opportunity to play in fixtures
and have access to the centre’s gym and sports halls
for fitness, strength and flexibility training.
Pulse Premier Football has a proven track record of
supporting and facilitating career exit paths upon
completion of the foundation degree. The opportunities
open to graduates are global and the relationship
with Pulse Premier Football is continuous throughout
your career.

Work experience and professional practice
On each year of this two year foundation degree you will be
guaranteed work experience placements with either SCL or
with one of our work placement partners.
These include:
› Professional and non-League football academies
› Football club community trusts and foundations
› Primary and secondary schools
› Private sports coaching companies
› Holiday camp providers
You also have the option to secure your own placements
with companies you wish to gain experience with and
would perhaps like to work for in the future.
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After graduation.
This foundation degree has been created to open
up a wide range of roles to you and help you to gain
employment within:
The football industry as:
› Academy Manager
› Academy Coach
› Academy Teaching Assistant
› Various roles within the community
departments or foundations of
professional football clubs
Or in the sports coaching industry as:
› Sports Development Manager
› Community Sports Coach
› Sports and Activity Coaches within fitness
		 and leisure centres
› Self-employed Sports Coach
› Sports or Children’s Activity Franchise Owner
› Children’s Holiday Activity Leader
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Or in the teaching profession as:
› Physical Education Instructor delivering school
		 sport within primary schools.
› Further Education Assistant Teacher
› Assistant Teacher within Football League and
		 non-League scholarship programmes
Many of these roles can be pursued on a part-time
basis whilst playing non-League football, giving you
an excellent opportunity to develop your coaching
skills alongside your football and building a CV for
future career opportunities.
You may also decide to continue with your current studies
for a further year (more if part-time) to achieve a full honours
degree, go onto further professional qualifications, or find
success as a coach or player with a League or non-League
side here in the UK or abroad.
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Why choose SCL?
There’s a definite gap between what employers in the sector are looking for and the 		
qualifications and experience graduate sports coaches and physical education teachers
currently have. This, coupled with our sector seeing immense growth as a result of 		
increased government funding, such as the recently confirmed package of £150million each
year for physical education and sport in primary schools until 2020, and the £5.1bn secured
through TV rights for the Premier League from 2016 - 2019, of which £56m a year will go
into grassroots football, community projects and good causes, plus the ever-increasing 		
need for children and young adults to become more active, has created a skills shortage.
Finding quality candidates is a continuous challenge not only for SCL, but also for our sector partners and
competitors too. It is this challenge that has led to the development of this ground-breaking, sector relevant
foundation degree and the creation of the next generation of sports coaches.
Steve Franks, Partnership Director, SCL Education Group.

SCL is one of the UK’s leading independent providers
of education through sport. Each year we train and
qualify hundreds of young adults providing them with the
platform from which many successful careers in the sports
coaching, management, physical education and children’s
activity sectors have been launched and, through our
football academies, many learners have achieved football
playing success.

us the skills and experience they are looking for when
recruiting their coaches. This, coupled with our active
involvement with other industry experts and associations
such as ukactive and CIMSPA, trailblazer groups and
sector research, ensures that we are always at the
forefront of what is happening now and in the future
for the sector and, in particular, where education and
employment are concerned.

When it comes to our education and training credentials we
lead the way and are quite unique. Not only are we experts
in the field of education through sport, delivering a widerange of engaging, forward-thinking and industry-relevant
programmes for over 17 years, but, as an employer of over
200 sports coaches and physical education teachers, we
also have the very privileged position of knowing exactly
what employers want when it comes to staff recruitment.

SCL also:
P Has a track record for producing high levels of
		 success for our students.
P Is renowned for leading the way with our programmes
P Provides the highest quality, passionate and engaging
		 lecturers – all of whom have industry experience and
		 stay up-to-date with the needs of the sector.
P Provides quality support and guidance for our
		 students throughout every stage of their studies
		 ensuring they are given the best opportunity to
		 become great coaches and practitioners.
P And when it comes to our delivery partners,
		 we choose the best.

SCL is continually looking for graduates with the relevant
qualifications and work experience to meet the demands
of our growing business. We also work in partnership with
over 250 other employers, including Premier League clubs
and grassroots sports clubs, community trusts, primary
and secondary schools, all of whom have shared with
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Our entry criteria.
You will need to be:
› At least 18 years of age on 31 December, 2016.
Individual offers may vary, however you will normally need:
› 100 UCAS tariff points, or be in possession of a relevant
		 Level 3 qualification
› At least a pass (A* - C) at GCSE in Maths and English
		 Language or a recognised equivalent such as Level 2
		 Functional Skills.
These should be seen as benchmarks only. SCL
recognises that a wide variety of other qualifications
and learning may provide appropriate evidence of an
applicant’s suitability for admission. SCL will use its
discretion to interpret such formal minimum attainment
levels in terms of equivalence, with advice from
external agencies as appropriate.
Applicants with non-standard qualifications and/or
experience are encouraged to apply and will be
considered if they can demonstrate appropriate
ability through their interview.

Admissions process
For full-time higher education courses in the UK, you must
normally apply online via the Universities and Colleges
Admissions Service (UCAS), at www.ucas.com.
However, for 2016/17, SCL is only accepting
direct applications.
How to apply
1. Visit wearescl.co.uk/foundationdegree and click on
		 ‘Apply now’.
2. Paper-based applications to be sent to:
		 SCL Education Group, 7 Lakeside Business Park,
		 Sandhurst, Berkshire GU47 9DN. To receive
		 a paper copy of our application form, email
		 highereducation@wearescl.co.uk or call
		 0345 644 5747.
3. If you need help with your application please
		 email highereducation@wearescl.co.uk or call
		 0345 644 5747.
4.
		
		
		
		

A decision on your application will normally be
made within 10 working days in writing. If you have
not had confirmation after this time, please email
highereducation@wearescl.co.uk or call
0345 644 5747.

5. Following acceptance of your application, and to
		 further assess your suitability for the foundation
		 degree, you will be invited to an interview with
		 the Higher Education Course Manager. As part of
		 the interview you may also be asked to complete
		 a practical assessment.
We take care to ensure the confidentiality of your
application information. All details are held on the SCL
admissions system for use only for internal administrative
purposes and the compilation of statistics. However, if
requested, we may provide information to UCAS, local
education authorities, police forces and government
departments (e.g. Home Office).
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Students with disabilities
We encourage applications from people with disabilities.
If you have a disability that might affect your studies,
please indicate this clearly on your application form.
The procedure for admission of disabled applicants is
in accordance with the legislative requirements of the
Disability Discrimination Act, and you may be invited for an
interview to discuss whether any special arrangements or
equipment you need can be provided.
Our foundation degree might be unsuitable for applicants
with particular disabilities. Funding mechanisms for
international students are not as comprehensive as
those for UK and EU students.
Notes for applicants
We will be pleased to answer any enquiries you may have
concerning application, fees, enrolment or transfers from
other institutions, although many of your questions are likely
to be answered in the prospectus or on our website.
While our foundation degree is offered as described at
the time of going to press (in the case of our prospectus),
some revisions may be made, either as a result of
academic development or external constraints. There is no
guarantee that any course that is undergoing validation will
be approved, or that courses will be offered in the exact
locations cited.
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Fees and guidance on student finance
Undergraduate degree tuition fees for 2016 entry
If you are a UK or EU student beginning your foundation
degree with us in 2016 you will not have to pay your tuition
fees up front. The cost of your tuition will be covered by a
Student Finance Loan and the money you borrow will be
paid directly to SCL on your behalf.
Tuition fees
Tuition fees for 2016 entry are £5,000 per year. The fees
for your vocational awards, additional certification and
football performance programme, in each year, are to be
sponsored by SCL.
You will not start to repay your loan until you have been
graduated for a year and are earning over £21,000 per
annum. Any salary earned above the £21,000 threshold
will be payable at 9%.

For example, if your salary was £25,000 per annum,
your loan repayments would be £30 per month.
This is as follows:
£25,000 - £21,000 = £4,000
9 ÷ 100 x £4,000 = £360
£360 ÷ 12 months = £30 per month
If your income drops below £21,000 for any reason,
your repayments will stop. Student Finance does not
affect mortgage applications.
For further information on our tuition fees, email
studentfinance@wearescl.co.uk or call our Student
Admissions Team on 0345 644 5747

You will not start
to repay your loan
until you have been
graduated for a year
and are earning over
£21,000 per annum.
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Location and facilities
With great transport links and easy access by train, bus or
car, Tomlinscote Vocational Centre is ideally suited for
those located within daily commuting distance of Surrey
Heath, enabling you to study without the costs of living
away from home.

Tomlinscote Vocational Centre
Tomlinscote Way
Frimley
Surrey
GU16 8PY
The Tomlinscote Vocational Centre is a purpose-built
education setting with excellent teaching, study and sports
facilities. It has been the home of SCL and Pulse Premier
Football for 10 years.
It offers an inspiring environment in which to learn
and provides great facilities to enhance your football
performance and achieve your foundation degree.
These include:
› Grass pitches
› Astro-turf pitch
RD
› Gymnasium
RE
TU
S
A
› Two sports halls
DP
OL
› Classrooms with state-of-the-art teaching aids
› Private study areas
› MAC and PC desk computers
› Library
RD
RN
› Canteen
HO
T
W
HA
› Student Common Room
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